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ZPreſenc Petitioners and Petitions ſor their total - 
Se abolition, as Antichriſtian, Jewiſh, burdenſom, op- 
** -preſSive to the godly, conſciencious People of the *8. 
Nation, excited, incouraged thereunto by dil- > 
% Quiſed Jeſuits, Popiſh Prieſts, Friers and Romiſh 
þ Emiſſaries, tO ſtarve, ſuppreſs, extirpate our Pro- > 
_teſtant Miniſters, Church, Religion ; and bring 52 
them all to ſpecdy confuſion on. FA 


— _F# William Prynne Eſq; a Bencher of Lincolns Inne. = 9Z0 \ 


ts Levit. 27. 30. CAU the Tithe of the Land, 0 of the ſeed of > 325 
<&% the land, a che trad of the tree, 1s Tur s Logvs , > 


9654 
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it is holy unto the Lord, a2 
<gb Gal. 6.6. Let him that i taught in the word communicate a 
<&# 10 him that teacheth in all good things, _ 325 


Calvin, in Mal. 3. 11. Videmus non efſe novum 
<&& vel infolitum {i homines Dco- ſua officia imputent , 8 a> 
<2 interea manifeſte eripiantei (Decimas) quod ſuum eſt, 
<$#er ad ſe transferunt, manifeſteſatisappareat corum im- gg 


<Z# pictas, etiamſi velo ſimulationis fit obduda. = 
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Ten Conſiderable Quzres concern- 


ing Tithes, and the New Petiti- 
oners, Petitions, concerning their 
aboliſhing. 


<@ Hether Nine parts of Ten of the preſent eager 
F Petitioners againſt our Miniſters Tithes ( if 
ſtritly examined by the-poll) wil not ap- 
pear tobe poor mecanical perſons, of ſuch 
mean inconfiderable fortunes, eſtates, con- 
dition, (without any Tithable lands,livings,eſtates,) as are no 
ways interefſed nor concernedin the payment of Tithes?And 
fo fitter-to be puniſhed as fa&ious, ſeditions, ſchiſmatical; than 
thanked ,encouraged as zealous, conſcientious, well-affected per- 
ſons, by thoſe in preſent power ? 

I. Whether all or moſt of theſe Petitioners, be not really 


greater Enemies to our* Minifters and their Miniſtry, then they 


are unto their 7ithes 3 petitioning purpoſely-againft their - 


- Tithes in order to the ſubverſcon, extirpation of their Miniſtry , 


Fundion, and thereby of our Proteftant Church and Religion ? 


And that by the inſtigation, ſolicitation of thoſe diſguiſed * See John 


Feſuits, Popiſh Prieſts, Monks and * Romiſh Emiſſaries, ( the Cannes ſecon@ 
wn broaches of this Dotirine, wy £64 are not due to Voice from 

—_ / i" . | : the Temple, 
Miniſters by Divine Right, and may be detained fromtbem by | ;. .. 
the people, to gain them to themſelves; as you may read in Mr. * See My 
Seldens Hiſtory of Tithes, p. 166, 167, 170, 171, who now Quakers Un 
bear chief ſway in moſt Separate Congregations of Anabaptiſts, malked: -= 8 
Duakers, and other Aztaponiffs now attempting the preſent ome 
abolition of Tithes ? If fo; (as will appear upon an impar- Bridari "4 
tial Inquiſition) whether ſach perſons will not be fitter to And- rrue and 
be baniſhed as Antichriſtian, rather than Titbes, and to be ta- perfea Narras 
ken into publike conſideration before the debate of Tithes 2 

It. Whether there be not above One bundred religious 


well affe&ted Proteſtants, _ of Honor, Quality, Eftate = 
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ble to-the payment of predial Tithes, and moſt concerned 


therein, who defire the conſtant payment and continuance 
of them for the maintenance of their Miniſters, to every otie 
of thoſe Tith-payers who now petition againſt them as a 
grievance,though the Tithes the moſt of they pay be not con- 
tiderable? If fo, (as is moſt.apparent , by adlaiparing the- 
paucity arid qualicy of the Petitioners, with thoſe who re- 
fuſe to joyn with them ) Whether it-can bee conſcionable, 


*. ee Clan, Equitable, juſt, reaſonable,* Parliamentarie, to admit of any 
28. E.1. m. 3. d8bates forthe aboliſhing, or altering the payment of Titbes, - 


pon the Petitions of [3 few malecontented Sefaries,. and unva* 
luable perſons; againſt the wills, conſents, deſires, of. the: 
Generality and mol conſiderable part of the Nobility,” Gentry, 
Farmers, Citizen, Freemen of the whole Nation? And that du- 
ring the abſence & forcible ſecluſion of moſt of thoſe Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes they duly eleJed to repreſent their 


perſons, and give bath their free Votes, Opinions, Aſſents , and 


Diſſents, to whatever pablike buſineſſes ſhould be propounded and 
ordained in Pariiam:nt: Therefore to this of Tithes which is 
is univerſai» and ſo highly concerns both our Religion and 
Proprietics?- 

IV. Whether it-will .not be an apparent-breach of the 
Greet Charter of England, ch. 1. & 29. Tbat the Church of; Engs 
land ſhall be free, and ſbal! have her whole Rights and Liberties ing 
violable ; That no Freeman ſhall be diſſeiſed of his Freeheld, or Li- 
berties, or Free=Cuſtoms, or be outlawed, exiled , or any otherwiſe 
defroyed, nor ſhall we paſs upon bim nor condemn him, but by the 
lawful Tudgement of his Peers, and by the Law of the Land : And 
of above 4.7, other Statutes for its confirmation fince, (ſome 
of them in the.laſt long Parlixment, now. revived.in pretext : ) 
for thoſe now fitting to take upon them, the debating 2n1 
voting down of Tithes, or altering tbeir uſual way of payment in 
any kinde ( being the Inheritance, Right, Liberty, Free- bold. of 
the Church of . England, of every particular Church, Patron, 
Miniſter, Impropriator, and many thouſands of Freemen in 
all parts of the Nation)without any lawfull ſummons given 
ro them to appear before them, to defend, maintain their re- 
ſpeRive Inheritances, Freebolds, rights, intereſts -in them, 
(ratified by preſcription time our of mind ; by ſundry age? 


of Parliament both under our-antient * Saxon, Norman, * See wr. Sel- 
Engliſh Kings, a1d many late Ordinences C to'which tho! dens #-Mtory + 
now convened gave their Vores, as fully as others.now 16-2 "hay erg 
cluded ) as well as by Divine Right, Inſtitktion both before,un- = vat 
der the Law, and Goſpel coo) without any lawfull judgement, bea> Title Tithes, 
ring, tryal by their Peers, or by the Law of the- Land ? And whes 
ther oole}- os be a canſcietictous real petformance of their 
defence of, e Church of England , expreſffed in the Wrics by 
which-they were eletted; or of their printed Declaration, 
May 9.1659 Ie «re feſolved(bythe gracious aſſitance of Almighty 
Ged;) to apply our ſerves to tbe Faithfull diſcharge” of our Legal 
Truſt, to aſſert, eſtabliſh, aud ſecke, the Property and Liberty of 
the peop'e in referer.ce unts 'all , both as Men and Chriſtians ? 
Therfore of all Parrsns, Miniſters, Members as well as others, 
unleſs they repute them neither Men, nor Chriſtiags. | 
' V. Whether *7obn Canne, with other Adverſarics to and * See his Seu 
Petitioners againſt Tiches as Jewiſh and Axtichriſtian; ought cond Voice 
not ficſt to prove them ſuch, by clear unanſwerable | Scrip- from theTem- 
tures, Evidences, Demonſirations; to the conviRtion of the ple, 1553. 
Tudgements, Conſciences of the generality of the Engliſh Nati- 
on, and al] now fitting ? And to anſwer all the Argunents: 
Authoricies, Scriptures, Reaſons produced by Tyndarus,& Re- 
buffus,in their Treatiles ds Decimzs, Dr. George Carltons, Tithes 
roved to be due by a Divine right, ' L*ndon 1606. Dr, Robert 
TiHleleeyhis Animadverſions on Mr. Seldens Hifory of Tithes 
Londen 1619. Sir Jobn Sempil his Sacrilege ſacredly hand+ 
Ted, London 1619, Siepben Nettles his. Anſwer to the Jewiſh 
part of Mr. Seldens Hiſtory of Tiches, Oxon. 1525. Richard 
Mountague his Anſk er to the firſt part ofthcHiltory of Tithes, - 
London 1628. Dc. Wiftiam Sclater , his Miniſters: portion”; 
Foulhe Roberts, The Revenge of the Goſpel is 7Tithes, due 'to 
the Miniftry of the word by that word,Cambridge 1613. Ri- 
chard EFurne, his Maintenance of the Miniſtry, London 2609. 
R. G. bis Truth: of Fithes diſcovered ;' or the Anatomy 
of' Annanias and Saphiraes Sacriledge, London 1 608. 
My Goſpel 'Plea ( interwoven with a Rational and Legal ) 
for the Lawfulneſs and continuance of the ancient mainte- 
nariceand Tenths of the Miniſters ofthe Goſpel ; Limon. 
1653- & others, to prove Tithes Due by Divine Right to the 
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* Miniſters 'of the Goſpel, and neicher Fewiſs nor Auftthriftian, 


nor illegal,nor burdenſon to the people in theleaft degree, be- 


"ing allowed in all aſes, purchaſes, before they be voted 


down,aboliſhed,and quite abrogated as ſich, upon their clq« 


"orous,, ſcandalous Petitions, Suggeſtions, void of all eruch? 
VI, Whether: the preſent ,- and future pretended eaſe of 


the people in their Tithes to their Zſinifers, ( if effeted ) 
will not berecompenced with an Augmentation or Duplica- 
tion of their Monthly Taxes to the Army, or in Fines, Rents 
to their Landlords, toa far greater value than they now pay 
to their Miniftere, and be levyed with greater rigour and 
harder compoſitions, if deteined, than now they are? accor- 
ding.to Saint Auguſtines predition, Sermo. 219. De Tempore, 
Tf thou wilt not give thy Titbes , Dabis impio Militi, quod 


..non vis: dare Deo & Sacerdoti; Hoc tollie Fiſcus, qued non 
accepit Chriſtus : . Thou ſhalt be ſure to give that to an impious 
. Souldier, which thou wilt not give toGed, anda pious Miniſter : 
The Excbequer takes that away, which Chriſts hath ugt received; as 


ſome Pariſhes have found by experience to their coſts and 
grief, 
- VII, Whether ic be not a moſt arrogant , high, inexcyu- 


; fable preſumption for a few giddy-pated Innovators in this 
Age, to condemn, cenſure, not only the praiſe , wiſe- 


dom, piety of Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, and all the 
people of Godin the Old Teſtament; before and under the 


' Law, and of moſt Chriftian States,Churches under theGoſ- 


pel in paying, preſcribing Titbes, as the moſt equal, rational, 
juſt, convenient maintenance for the Prieſts aud Miniſters of 
God of all others; but likewiſe of the wiſdom, prudence,provi« 


* a Prov. Þ. x, dence of Ged, who is a Wiſdom it Jefaend b God only wiſe, c whoſe 


I4, C, 9s | £) 


very Folly is wiſer than mer, in inſtituting, commanding ſuck 


b Rom. 16. 27. a conftant, ſetled maintenance for themin his Wordy as the 
I Tim. 117+ beft, fitteſt of all others 3 wherejn both Miniſter and people 


Iude 21, 
CI Cor, II, 
25+ 


equally loſe, gain, and ſyapathiſe with each other, which 
they cannot do with ſo much indifferency., - equallity in any: 


+ other way, which human wiſedome could hitherto invent 2 


VIII. Whether it benot an infallable evidence,that thoſe 


- have neither the Faith nor Piety, and by conſequence are 
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not the Sons of Abraham , the Father of the Faithfull, in a Spl= 
aa] or Odipel oped ws Here y" = rd d works = PE” 
ollow his fteps,in paying Tithes of all thety ſpoils of arr to Chriſt d Tohn 8. 39, 
| ret arp ths for ever after the order of Melchiſedeck, Heb.7,4, 99.4: 7+59 
as other Soldiers by his example did both amongſt 1ſfrarlites, "__ 
Chriftians and Pagans too, Num 31.26, t0-5 4. 1 Chron, 26; 26, 
27,28. Mr. Seldens Hiſtory of Tithes, c- 1, 3, and endeayour 
to ſpoyl thein of all otber Tithes due from themſelves, and others t00z 
revuting it an eminent degree of their Sainifbip? And whe- 
-ther this their pra&ife be not likelier to bring them into 
Hell torments, than into Abrabams boſome In concluſion, 
if they repent not of it 2 Lake 16. 23. to ZI: {4 
IX. Whether all the Inconveniences obje&ed againſt Mi- 
niſters maintenance by Tithes, be not rather fititions, imagi- 
nary , than real, arifing from the malice, covetonſneſs, impiety, - 
fraud, bypocrifie, injuſtice, rapine, perverſeneſſe, litigeouſntſſe of 
the wilfull Deteiners, Oppoſers of them, rather than from 
Tithes themſelves? fince many Miniſters heretofore, andof 
late years, have lived all their lives without any ſates for 
Tithes with any of their Pariſhioners , and might doe fo 
ſtill, would they make a Conſcience to pay them without 
any ſute 2 Whether choſe who refuſe to pay Titbes in kind to 
Miniſters now, out of a pretext'of Conſcience; will not up- 
on the ſame Pretence refuſe to pay them any other mainte- 
| nance that can bz invenred,and make it morelitigious, con- 
| tentious,uncertain than their Tithes,fince every Innovation 
| In his kind ingenders new, fuites & diſputes, when all legal 
Controverſies, ſuites for Tithes have been long fince ſetled, 
reſolved over and over, both in Parliaments , and other 
Gann or lance? Wh, A 
| XR. Whether the adaitfsion” , permiſſion of thoſe - few 
| Commoners now ating without their Fellows, (being 
| - Afearce the TENTH PART OF TRE HOUSE) tovote,  . 
' _ down, or take away the Miniſters Tenths, or reduce them "Iaſ pre ni 
into one publieck Treaſury. , to divide and diftribute them $cc 10. Calvi- 
at- their pleafures, tnough amongſt the Miniſters 'themſelves ni Hom. 29.ia 
atfrft,will not be a dangerous leadingPrefident and'encoy- * Sam, 6. 6 P- 
ragement to them {upon any pretended neceſſity) to' diſpoſe 55 
' of thele Tenthf andthe other* nine parts of every Mans eftale, 
2 | | and 
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andreJuce the aletofchintnde their publick Treafury , - 
for. the necellacy defence, and; preſervation. of their New- 
© Commonwealth, and che-Armies pay, as they did others ſe- 
* Sce Mr. Sel: queſtred eſtates heretofore, becauſe Tithes, though "originally 
dens Hiſtory: Jedicated as a peculiar portion, inberitance;and Maar ah to God 

of Tithes, ch. | : , 
17. The x. Pimſelf_and his Church, a the Soveraign Lord of all mens Tn- 
pare ofmy. beritances, ſpecially reſerved by bim for bis own immediate bo- 
Goſpel plea. our, ſervice, homage, tribate, for all the cher nine parts they 
enjoy by his free grace and liberality; may be thus alienated and 
diltributed ac thcic pleaſures; therefore much more the nine 
remaining parts alotted unto men alone, for their own pri- 
vate, and the Publick good; over which they have a greater 
probabler, legaller Jariſdi&ion, -than over Geds own peculiar 
portion. , which might neither be alienated, exchanged, redeemed by 
any human powers , but only by the Prieſts conſents in ſome ſpe- 
cial caſes for their advantage, Numb. 18: 20. Levit, 27. 29, 29, 
3O, 32,33. Deut.-12, 17. c. 14. 22, 23. Mal. 3.8, 9. E- 
zech. 48. 9to 15, Which if once reduced into a new pub= 
'* lick Treaſury, the Miniſters are like to have no other ſhare 
nor better account of them, then of the Tithes of Soutbwales 
for ſom years laſt paſt,or of the Deans & Chapters impropria- 
tions for the «ugmentation of incompetent livings, ſwallowed 
up for the moſt part by the Treaſurers and their Inſtruments , 
with little or noadvantage to the publike,and leſs to the Mi- 
-niſters, by reaſon of their unfaitbfullneſs 3 far different from 
*.2 Chron.31.. thoſe *T ceaſurers for the Tithes and Firſt fruits brought to 
. Ir.to 20 Jeruſalem, appointed by King Hezekiab, over whom Conjab 
the Levite was ruler, who faithfully brought in and difributed to 
. their brethren, the Oblations, TITHES, and dedicated things, as 
well to the great as tbe ſmall, without ſubſtraQion or defalcation. 
. The States of 27 H.8. c.20. .32H.8.c.7.2,8 3E.6.c.13: /tyle thoſe 


_ evildiſpoſed Perſons, 102 regarding their Duties to Almighty 
God, nd to ys their eowriten Teri. who out of an un go 
and perverſe will and mind detain al o7 any part or parcel of their 
Tytbes and Offerings, enatting ſtrif penalties againſt all Subraft= 
ers and Detaine; s of them, How then-they can now be reputed con- 

ſciencious Godly Saints, unleſie inrolledfor ſych in the Roman Ra- 
4lendar, is worthy reſolution : ſome ofthem ('4s the Quakers) be- 

_ ginning of late to work onthe Lords day, denying God one dey in 

_ ſeven, as well as the Tenth of their annual increaſe, deeming both 
 Fewiſb and Antichriitian, as they deem our Miniſters, Ex' vaude 
draconem. | FINIS, 


” 


re Pubt1qus Ours ES, Proratarzons, > 
| Enaches, CovananTts, Incacauents, '*Þ 
_ lately takgn by many T11n-SuxviNG Sarnrs, "#4 
Oſllg fFitbour ſerup lc of C :c;mal 
 wnpleaſant Conſort inthe Xa/voFeut; moſt fai 
Oath-performing, Covenamt-keeping Gi od , and all Loy al 42d 
. conſe Hencions Subjects , ſufficient to create a dolefull 32> 
L i, and tormentive Horror in the awiknid $2> 
- of all thoſe, who have ates, and viola. 92> 
ted _them-too, ( ucceſively, _ =yY y fer we God, $5 + 
Men, Devileor Hell. * 
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I : 2s Numb. 3 20. 2. RM a 20W. 4 Plas unto the Lac -or ſwear an 
| Gp. 0th to bind bis Soul with a Bond, be ſhall not break is word, 99 
: he ſhall ao according to all that preceedeth out of kis Mouth. 9 
| d + Gal. 3--15. Brethren Tfpeak after the manner of men, though it be $55 | 
<5 _ {th or addeth thereunto,. ©. 4 | 
| Jer. 23», 10. Becauſe of iSwearing the Lind muarach, the plea *© a> p 2 
S Toa places of the wilderneſs are dryed up , theit ts clas evil, $25 _ 
and therr force is not rights © | 
; Juratio periculoſa eſt, nuſla juraripſecura eſt, Tanrum wali haber 
-Juratio, ar qui lapides- colunt_eimeant falſum. jurare*per lapides : Tv > 
non. times Deum preſentem, Deum viventem.,- Deum. ſcienrem, 
- Deum movemenm , Deum in conremprofes vindicangem? Yis ergo NM #,- 
D, 
hryſ. Hom. 12.in Mar. 5-Nifi juramentf interdicatur,non. poſſuar ampurart 
<8 'perjuria, Nemd eſt enim qui frequenter jurar, & non-aliquando perjurer. - 825 
þ 4 London , Printed for Edward Thomas at the Adam and Eve 2p 
in. Little Britain , -1 6.5 9. 
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